A major political re-alignment has taken place inside the ruling Colorado Party -by Andrew Nickson 





Its effect is to significantly reduce support for President Wasmosy inside his own party, forcing him the rely even more on consensual agreements with the opposition majority in Congress. It also reflects the political revitalisation of hard-line factions associated with the Stroessner era, which are opposed both to privatisation and democratisation, and which actively court the military high command. 





After  a two year delay during which government and opposition could not agree on the way for choosing its members, the composition of the Supreme Court was finally decided on 8 March 1995. The nine-member court will be composed of four Colorados, three Liberals, one Christian Democrat and one `consensus' candidate. The apparent resolution of the question provoked an extremely hostile reaction from traditionalist elements inside the Colorado Party and their military backers. They complained that they had not been consulted over the selection of Colorado nominees to the Supreme Court as well as to the Electoral Tribunal, and that the Colorado Party itself would now no longer hold a clear majority in the Supreme Court. Army chief, General Oviedo, was believed to be furious that his own favourite candidate, lawyer Luís Appleyard, had been excluded from the list. 





There were angry scenes at a dinner in the Presidential Palace only hours after the composition of the court was announced. It was hosted by Vice-President Angel Seifart, standing in for President Wasmosy who was attending the Social Summit in Copenhagen. Colorado congressmen hurled abuse at him for his alleged treachery in negotiating a consensus agreement with the opposition majority in Congress, rather than with them, over the final composition of the court. 





In the Senate, the dispute led to a breakaway by ten erstwhile Wasmosy supporters, who now declared their allegiance to the head of the army, General Lino Oviedo. The oviedistas  immediately teamed up with the Movimiento de Reconciliación Colorado (MRC), a dissident faction led by Senator Luís María Argana. Ironically, until recently the two faction leaders had not been on speaking terms - Argaña blaming Oviedo for the 27 December 1992 electoral fraud which lost him the party nomination for presidency to Wasmosy, while Oviedo questioned Argaña's past links to Stroessner. 





A third factor in the equation is the re-emergence of the extremist  militante faction of the Colorado Party, which held its first official act in February 1995 since the overthrow of Stroessner exactly six years ago. The militantes were fervent supporters of Stroessner - their political strength came from control over large sectors of the public administration where they maintained their support through kickbacks and gross overstaffing. In 1988 they took outright control of the party apparatus, after which they proceeded to purge the party hierarchy of other factions. Their divisive behaviour was the catalyst which brought together the civilian-military coalition that engineered the putsch that overthrew Stroessner in February 1989. Under the new name of Movimiento Institucionalista Colorado (MIC), the militantes are now led by Ramón Reverchón, former departmental governor of Itapúa during the final years of the Stroessner regime. 





Not to be outdone by the MIC, whose electoral strength inside the rank and file of the Colorado Party is still significant, Luís María Argaña led a delegation of former leading officials in the Stroessner regime belonging to his own MRC faction, to Brasilia in February where they met the ex-dictator. Only months ago Argaña was still castigating the former dictator. His sudden volte-face can be explained by his desire to steal the militante's thunder in the run-up to the August elections to the Junta de Gobierno, the ruling body of the Colorado Party. To further strengthen his Stroessner credentials, Argaña recruited to the MRC two of the leading militantes during the Stroessner regime - Adán Godoy Jiménez, ex-Minister of Health, and Mario Abdo Benítez, Stroessner's former private secretary, both of whom were recently released from jail, after serving sentences for corruption.   





By mid-March the arganistas, oviedistas and militantes, had agreed a tactical alliance, the effect of which was to reduce support for Wasmosy to only three of the 20 Senators from his own party. Their first action was to call in Congress for an amnesty to be granted to Stroessner in order to allow him to return from exile. Within the wider party apparatus, this alliance now has an overwhelming majority over Wasmosy supporters. By mid-March, when President Wasmosy returned from a week in Rumania and Hungary, rumours of a coup flared up again, provocatively fanned by an oviedista congressman who called on the Colorado Party to take up arms to defend its privileges. 





General Lino Oviedo is already a major threat to Wasmosy's own authority within the Colorado Party and  has made no secret of his presidential ambitions in 1988. In early February President Wasmosy reshuffled the high command of the armed forces in a significant move designed precisely to call an abrupt halt to Oviedo's meteoric promotion since the 1989 coup against Stroessner when he was still only a Colonel. By placing Generals Noguera and Díaz Delmas in the top two posts within the armed forces, Wasmosy has locked Oviedo into third place in military seniority at least until the end of his own presidency.





The new hard-line factional alliance inside the Colorado Party was insufficient to alter the membership of the Supreme Court, which was endorsed in late March. This decision was the outcome of a voting alliance in Congress between the few remaining Colorado supporters of President Wasmosy and the leading opposition parties, PLRA and EN, which hold an overall majority in both houses. This alliance trounced the dissident Colorado supporters of Luís María Argaña and General Oviedo. The door is now open for the supreme court to initiate a major overhaul of Paraguay's corrupt judiciary, something which hard-line factions inside the Colorado Party bitterly oppose.





President Wasmosy's insistence on pressing ahead with judicial reform and anti-corruption measures, both of which threaten the clientelistic and authoritarian forms of politics inherited from the Stroessner era, has produced a new political realignment within Colorado Party. Political tension is likely to develop in the run-up to the August 1995 elections to the Junta de Gobierno, the ruling body of Colorado Party, and the municipal elections of early 1996. The MIC is already making the running. Argana remains implacably hostile to President Wasmosy and the victory of his supporters in August would radically reduce Wasmosy's already faltering support within the party. 





The hard-line argañista faction is joining up with Colorado supporters of Gen. Oviedo in a tactical alliance in the run-up to the August elections. But the alliance is unlikely to last much beyond that date because Argaña and Oviedo both have presidential ambitions. One widely canvassed scenario is that, by further reducing his support within the Colorado Party, the new alliance is actively encouraging President Wasmosy to rely more heavily on the support of the opposition parties in Congress, by firming up the Governability Pact signed on 13 January 1994, in order to push through his programme of legislation. According to this interpretation, such a move would be tolerated until his term of office ends, as the price to be paid for ensuring that either Oviedo or Argaña obtain the nomination as party candidate in the 1998 presidential elections. 
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